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TO THE 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

ROBERT, 

EARL of ALlSBURY,&c. 

My LORD, 

EFE K fiHce I have undertakfi to pubiijh the Philofopliical Tranf- 
adtions, 2 have been concerned^ once a year^ to feek^out aNoble 
Patron, to rvhofe favour 1 might with good ajfurance addrefl the 
Col'eUions vf the whole Tear^rvhen fttilhed, And for this prefent Volume^ 
I: cannot devife better than to lay it before Tour Lordjhip , tvho doth per- 
fe&ly apprehend, Hotv the genius of this Age hath ceuntenancedtheB.e'^ 
ftaurationof Noble Arts and of %oodL\tei3tare, and that theEngViih No- 
bility and Gentry have con,iantly (heaped a veiWingnefi to be the Example^ 
(as itrViH firjl lOujiratedand beji Kecemmendid by a Peer <?f England, the 
Lord Vifcount f/^i.Albans s) andthat great and deep ffitt in all Forrain 
parts round about Vs, and in many Keinote placet ^ do drive it en rvitb no 
Jljmpace; the Emulation rvork^ngbigh every adhere ^ and performing to ad- 
miration. 

Ihis hein^fovi>ellk,nerfinia iLour Lord/hip , I am perjtpaded , It xvill 
he a divertizing Entertainment , to takf notice of the Jearly Crotvth of 
Philofophy^andof Philofophical Aids, infubliance and in extent, with jrefh 
fupplies continually ■, to obferve, that the Ingenuous do hold on in a Real 
tragrejl'i and to remark^, how, where, and by whom all Novel Inventions 
have their Rife, and by what Steps and Expedients they are promoted: 
Which is the belt of Human helps,to excite, encourage and enable for other 
beneficial Inventions : And 'tis an ingenuous delight, to fee the Virtuous 
advance with g^od Speed. The Philofophical Poet Luctmasfaid in hit 
Rapture > 

lib.2. Suave, mart magno.turbantibus SB quota ventis, 

E Terra magnum altcrius fpedare laborern ! 
"fhe Poet e^eemsit a deep pleafure, to behold (as from a fafe harhiur »n 
firm land) the deviations and colltftons of profound and indujhious Phi- 
lofophersin all former Ages. And certainly it mufi he a more Natural 
and a more agreeable pleafure, and far greater happJnef,to behold the fer- 
vent andfedulous Emulations of the moft Civil and mojl Accomplifhed'Na- 
fions (and of the acuteji^ths deepefi^and the mofi learned among^i them,) 
contending with all their (irength and skjll^ who fhali excel the other in the 
moft beneficial ebligings of Mankjnd, 

My LORD, I doubt, it will he expeSled, I jheuldhsrereprefent to Your 
Lordfiiips eye a hintof jit(i applaufe fir ihe great Merits of thofe Worthies, 
who havefo happily brought-in thsir freflt fupplies : But I mt^} coHfinemy 
felfto a few foft Touches, which the mo^i rejervtd Medefty may juflly claim, 
and»hicb Malice itfelf cannot deny. 

Hert 



Herethsnws have the accu/aie Obfervaihns of fame judtcious and 
lesrii'd T'avsilerSiExceUent InfiruUions for generous Travellers. We have 
feveral Ejjays towards the Natural Hijiories of Countries , (which is the 
ntdin drift <f our humble fuit at the beginning of this Volitme-,)of Mineral 
Waters > of finte Animals^ chiefly by Anatomical inflection. And tie ch- 
rioui Anatome of Plant f is here confirm' d^ in fame main Points ^ by good 
Microfcnpes. And rt>e have here fair fremifes of improving lelefcopes^ 
which have already fo much enlarged A(ironomical U^noveledge > at the Mi- 
crofcope bath deteiied a great part of this habitable World , which hath 
been hitherto InvifMe. And an Honourable Perfon of cur Number, hath 
given us a probable Account of the Syjlem of the World from the Super- 
ficial Figures of Fluids, and frem contiguous Liquors, jindhe hath mo(l 
convincingly difcover'd the Origin and Mechanical deduBion of ^alities-, 
■jubjiantially proving^ that the famous Authors of Elder times did not 
throughly difcern or confider the "True proceffes of Nature in Generals. 
Jndfhe fame hand puts a-jiop to the NeotmcNotionsofChymilis^ fines 
they agree not with the verity «/ Fxperiments. The Netv Theory of Light 
andColours is ^ill maintain dby Optical Experiments : Andthe flaming 
TinUure of Light Ifrangely tranfmitted from Dead and unputrifiedflelh 
t} Living Members merely by contaS : And Luminoufnefl more (hangely 
impreffed^for a time to refide in afaSttious Body. The Mathematicks run 
OH their com ft jiill, infrelh ground, yiflronomy wants no encouragements^ 
andhaflens to prfeGitm. Phyfick^, Anatome, and Medicine, obtain New 
Tifcoveriess and after Zwelfer, Schtodttr, and many more ancient and fa- 
mous Vif^enfatoriet , the Induftriout Charas hath from much experience 
frepar''d an ample Pharmaceutics And the Fhilofophers of Germany 
goontoincreafetheirCuriaftties. Ariftotle'/ own Natural philofophy 
freferr''d before the Commentaries af Schcolmen i and the Cartefian before 
Y^e Ariftotdian. ATtcnchWater-Engin to quench Fires. Ttvo Nepfly 
dtvifed Hygrofcaptf. An E(fay or endeavour to explain the Vfe of the In- 
clinatory Needle, for great Vfes. 

My LORD, I fhall paflb\ other particulars , and conclude with that 
which is herein folicited as the main bufinefl of every good man i namely^ 
to adorn his own Country with the beji and moji fubjiantial Improvements. 
Of thefe. Agriculture is the fure[i, the moji in our power,and the mofi fun- 
damentally neceffary of Vomejiick/'ithe Hortulane^beji becoming the hands 
and care of the Generous ; And Trade and Commerce do maintain the 
Multitude s^raife the value of Lands at homeland render us mofi eonfldera- 
bh abroad. In both thefe refpeds, we have here given fame Addttional ac' 
couuts:FortheMylieries and Intrigues of Trade, more than I have been able 
■to dive into: And all England would rejnyce to fee Trade reviv'd,and reach- 
ingallover the World: Which feems to be the honefi defign of the late Au' 
ihgr of Engiands Improvement by Sea and Land. 

My I ORD,T cannot doubt of your Lordfhips favourable Patronage in aU 
concernments for the good ef ^xighnd : Andfince Tour Lordfhips counte- 
nance contributes much to promote all our Affairs ■■, this hath given me a 
confidence to makg this addrefl,and to entitle my felf My Lord j 

Your Lordfhips very humble and faithful Servant, 

H. OLVENBVRG. 



